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Lessons from the Lab 
 Who is the Lab and what do we do 
 What areas have we worked on 
 Key lessons from our current projects 

 Business model/risk and viability 
 Performance Metrics 
 Digital Future, XBRL, Blockchain and AI 

 Digital Reporting Now – Top tips from investors and award winners 
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What is the Lab? 
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What areas have we looked at 
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What are we finding? 

Business models 

 Purpose more clearly articulated 

 More “at a glance” articulation of business models 

 Less development of disclosure of key revenue, profit drivers, investment plans and 
cashflows 
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A n n u a l  R e p o r t  

Many Investors want 
the company to explain: 

Some Investors 
want the company 

to explain: 

 
• Market share 
• Direct threats 

 

 
• Purpose 
• Investment 

plans/cashflow 
• ROE/ROCE/ROA 
• Market information 
• Capital  
      allocations 
 

Most Investors want the 
company to explain: 

 
• What the company does 
• Key inputs 
• Key revenue / profit drivers 
• What makes the company 

special 
• Supporting material 
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Risk and viability 

 Many companies now making greater linkage between risk and other sections, movements in 
risk, prioritisation of risk but needs more specifics on mitigation 

 “Two-stage process” for viability statements developing with greater disclosure of scenario 
analyses  

 

 

What are we finding? 



Performance metrics – an investor perspective 

 
 

Aligned 

to 

Strategy 

Reliable 

Consistent 
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Transparent 

In 

Context 
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What are we finding? 



What are we finding? 
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Digital future 
 

 We have been considering how technology will impact corporate reporting in the future 
 Whilst this is a question that has been asked before, now is the beginning of a new 

paradigm driven by technology, users and regulations. 
 We have created a framework of digital reporting characteristics and conducted reviews 

of XBRL, Blockchain and AI in corporate reporting 
 We have seen that whilst at early stages of development each of these core technologies 

will build upon each other and the combination will lead to new ways to produce, 
analyse and consume reporting. 

 But progress needs experimentation and cautious innovation from preparers, tech 
companies and ultimately from all in the ecosystem. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Structured data Structured trust 

and location 
Structured process & 

analysis 

XBRL Blockchain AI 



Digital Reporting Top Tips - Investors 
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Digital Reporting Top Tips - Judge 
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Find all the Lab’s reports and updates on current activities 

 and our blockchain report through our web page : 

You can also follow us on Twitter @FRCnews or on LinkedIn  

www.frc.org.uk/lab 


